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Germans Striking in Confident
Belief Separate Peace
Can Be Won.

FIRM STAND OF SLAVS
MAY SHORTEN THE WAR

Continued Reverses Undoubtedly

Wiil Hazard Provisional Govern- |
ment's Control Over Nation. i

KAISER PLAYS FOR BIG S’I‘AKE!

Buccesses Essentlal to Preservation |
of Present Military Forms and
Keeping Up German Spirits. |

BY OLIVER OWEN KUHN.

A great military drama involving '.}'r_'i
future welfare of not only one, but
manyv nations, is being enacted on the
northernmost stretches the easglern
front. where the demoraiiZzed
ts seeking to hold in check the victors
satiated German. When thers came,
from this battle region the naws, “The |
Germans have forced a crossing of the
Pvina™ and “The Teutonic armies have
oceupled Riga.” it may be truthfully
grated that a new phase of the war was|
nshered in, a period fraught with the
eravest wvpossibilities for Hussia and
fsermany, as well as all the EOVern- |
ments arraved against each other In
the present world conflict From the
nresent series of operations Germany |
can gain much—she can lose uch: |

Russia may deliver herself and enter|
fnto pathways leading national se-
curity or she m P
chaos, gnly to emerge W

uto deepest

Y

th the

international disgrace anied
pledges.
I'pon the result of 1this siruggle

which is now proceeding as the result
of the Teutonie Intention to forever
eliminate the Russian as a gcrious con-
sideration in this great world conflict
depends to a large measure the length
nf the war. Should the Hussian hold
firm and frustrate the Teutonic ambi-
tion to progress into the very heart i:f
the Slavic nation, then the entente's
chance of bringing the war 1o an early
ronclusion is enhanced a hundredfold. |
<hould the German continue his suc-
cessful drives to a peint where the|
fwussian revolution is undermined,,
wrecked and such chaos ushered in that |
there will be no other recourse than to|
conclude a separate peace, then the|
war must go on and on to iengths un-|
known or even surmised.
*

* * |

Upon German success hinges the very |
fate of Germany. The armies of the|
}
|

kaiser must

Fate of Germany win if present:
- forms in Ger-
mm‘ on SI'.I.CCCSS. many are to
remain forever secured. Should Ger-
many lose In her present effort and |
continue to suffer reverses on other
bhattle fronts, as she undoubtedly wiil,
the war-weary German people may
then forget the long line of German
vietories and achievements in the pres-
ent struggle and decide to call a halt,
re-establish new governmental forms

and forever remove from their daily
life the influence of militaristic poli-|
cles. The eastern front is the only one
where military effort may be counted
upon to enhance present German gov-
ernmental policies.

oxical as It may be seem, the
German government has much to gain,
much to lose in the present great ef-
fort. The German peoples, if they but
hecome enlightened, have much to gain
by reverses in this arena, where suc-
cesses are =20 counted upon by the gov-
ernment.

In the final analysls it remains for
the Russian to strike the blow which
will undermine such confidence as has
been revived among German people by
most recent events,

Even though demoralized, Russia may
vet make the move which will end the
war indirectly through the German peo-
nle, though it be not a blow illumined
with glories generally surrounding tre-
mendously successful offensive military }
endeavor. Russians have only to hold |
firm. But it is the element of doubt as
to Russian ability that heightens the
Aramatic in present events

*
= -

A few davs more than a week ago rhnl
tiermans struck toward Riga :.rn-r‘l
their heavy guns had bombarded the]

this important Bal-
Germans Follow tic seaport from =
- distance. From the

Thelr old Plans' southwest in the
region of Mitau and from the southeast
tn the region of the famous Uxkull
hridgehead the Germans moved for-
ward in force. They were following

plans well prepared months and months
sgo, even hefore the von Hindenburg
offensive in 1915 was brought to a halt,
Their objective then was ot s0 import-
ant to the German cause as now. With
things going badly the Austrian
front, with the steady crumbling of
their lines on the west and fearing an
allied offensive of large proportions on
the Macedonian front, the Germana evi-
dently decided that greatest good could
he aceomplished for their cause in tne

Higa region
Advices indicate that during the long
period of fraternization between the;
Russians and Germans in this snf_'fiun,i
{

Lid ]

preceding and during the early days of
the revolution, the German commanders |
came into desired information as to the |
etrength of the Hussian armies and|
obtained much needed data a=s to Hus-|
=1an equipment. There never has heen |
much question of the low order of Hus-|
vian morale in this saction of the battle |
front, £ the Germans were in good!
position in every respect to strike the!
Hussians at any moment. The present
being the most important period to the |
(German cause in more respects than)
one, the command to advance was i:ivnn.!
As the Germans possibly knew hefora-'
hand, Russlan resistance all along the
Dvina was of weakest character, though |
rome elements of the Russian arm

fought valorously to s=tem the en
The evil effects of German nron
dist work, however, was keenly felt, for
some ¢lements the Husshau
refused to fight, evacuantin their posi-
tlon= without show of resistance to!
the enemy,. thereby making the task of
the loyul forces that much the harder.

The position of the Russians at Riga
became dangerous as the German hosts
=wept northward from Uxkull and from
Mitau and the evacuation of Riga was
ordered. The Germans have not only
ttaken this important position, but have
swept possibly thirty-five miles east |
and northward. having at recent reports
crossed the river Aa in Lavonia, the
Russians stil] falling backward.

If the Russians are merely retiring to
well prepared positions the fact is vet
1o be revealed, though there are many
possibilities to the present =ituation.

*
& ®
It long has been recognized that the

German armies will Increase their own

danger as the
Teutons Bure to

days go by If

N -2 they but continue
- "h mm* advanee, ow-
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Italians have scored =
ftnlinns and Austrians

I—W here
Z—Where

Arrow
Arrow

ome progress in direction of Tolmino.
are locked in deadly conflict for pos=-

of Mount San (.abrirle.

Dwina, where the character of terrain
was suitable to German offensive en-
deavor und where the ranks of the Rus-
sian armies were honeyeombed with
sedition, making united front impos-
sible,

-

* 3

In the losx of Riga the Russians stand
a chance of losing complete control of
the Baltic, A

Russia Hay Lose large German
fleet is reported
Control of Baltic. ., . co-operat-

ing with the army. The Rusian fleet is

xension
Arrow 3—Where Ausirinn attacks have heen cut up by the forces of Gen.
{advion.
thev mus=t maintair But thi= dan-!=aid te be in the (iulf of Finland.
ger is climinated for the present mo-| Should the Russian fleet, which s a
ment and for =oame weeks to come, fon| considerable one in so far as numbers of
with tihe co-cperation of the German| war vessels are concerned, sally forth
fleet in the Baltic commumeation lines | from the Gulf of Finland it might be
will he doubly scrured so I'.'.IB i ”l';-’ able to prevent continued co-operation
Gulf of Finland armies, but this is purely conjectural.
nseiiin armies in the best! Were the Russian ships equal in num-
and were the fact assured| per to the fGerman, there would still
that the Slavic enerals soon would re-| rermpain doubt that much could be ac-
habilitate the 1y to such an extent | eomplished by Slavie warships, owing
that it could once more ret voreally D 4o the prolonged discontent and numer-
effective resistance 1o the ens . then !l aus upheavals which have prevailed
the pre=ent rotirement l_|‘.=ul-T be con- | gince the czar was overthrown, The
gidered : rellent oie from a Stratee- | Bolsheviki elements of Russia —those
ical It i mare than 300 ) which are causing the provisional gov- |
$il tee Petrogriad The | ernment more trouble than any others
COUnLry wen thes=e two poanfts| iy adjusting the internal as well as
muar=h i tracter and abounds | military sltuation, have great influence
in smoall lakes mil other such geo-! among the men of the fAeet——and only
graphical disadvantuges that |'I"|"|"I-(“\‘]il!ul'll1b€ the past week an ultimatum
fI fve endesvars will he ex- g was sent to the government demanding
A It T Ru in armies | the reinstatement of Admiral Verdereff-
might he to. hald tiermans with| gky, who was removed at the time of
naturnl  defensive advantages, using| the naval revolt at Kronstadi
enly a portion of their full strength, The HRussian fleet, in light of past
hut just what of strength the | events and the state of morale prevail-
Hussians can be counted on Lo muster| jng among its men, can hardly be ex-
i problematicnl pected to render any great ald in the
The Russtans, if they were Strong,| present crisis, though Russians may be
might continue to fall back with show! go aroused during the coming two or
aof weaknes ur they had pulled the | three weeks at the danger which im-
(3Ermal rmies o the very heart of ) pends that the fleet will go forth to
| the marshy reglons lyvineg hetween l'f-—lmﬁm. the enemy in the Baltic, just as
trograd and Riga and then during the! the army’'s backbone may be stiffened
winter months deal ta the enemy Gllf‘:unli the enemy turned back on every
of the severest bliws of the war, | hand.
All ‘hope that the Slavs will yet re-| *
organize 1o such an extent that they -
‘g e nhle 0oNILYT " is Ty 4
:‘::I,]”__l:. :,_I ,'. 4 II._T_.‘ '1];.””;::1 \‘T.r,,‘: }rj,].?.\:.l Should the present state of discontent
abandoned continue in the Russian fleet and mu-
M:l‘![u;rr --f.u I;n-‘:;&gl-lll_l_\'r rimrtlrhn ‘];:_\:tl tiny prevail, the
cLinng the nsgian armies—those . i -
which really have the best interests of | hussian Fleet TE :r "h': Giers
the nstio t heart—will be better able man fleet in en-
to cope withh the (Germans on this favor- Mﬂy Be Deatroyed'toring the Gulf
able battle ground though weaker in i :
numbers than they would have on the of Finland and boftling up, if not de-

stroving, Russia’s naval power, will be
easy. Thus, it may be seen, Russia's dan-
ger ia two-fold as a result of Germany's
gea and land endeavor,

Though there be the keenest interest
as to Russia’s ability to make a suc-
cessful stand on land and sea, the great-

er anxiety I8 being voiced in entente
nations over the ability of the Russian
government to withstand the evil ef-
fects of a period of reverze when gov-
ernmental as well as economlic condi-
tions are far from satisfactory. Un-
doubtedly Germany hopes to drive the
Russians to & ssparate peace. The Bol-
gheviki and Maximalist elements of

.

" CREAT MILITARY DRAMA ON EASTERN FRONT
MAY SHAPE DESTINIES OF ALL BELLIGERENTS;
CREAT RESPONSIBILITY ON RUSS

SHOULDERS

Italians Driving Hard, Con-
tinue to Undermine Austrian
Military Power.

WITHIN THEIR POWER
TO BREAK THE ENEMY

Further Gains, Carrying Them Over
Mountains, Will Menace
Vienna,

PRESENT BATTLES TERRIBLE

Cadorna’s Forces Undoubtedly Striv-
ing to Shatter Teutonic Alliance
by Forcing Enemy to End War.

Russia are =aid to have openly rejoiced
in Petrograd at the German victory. It
Is a fact that these elemente, which
conetantly have offered grave menacs
to the revolution, continue to spread
their pro-German propaganda with auch
A degree of success that great anxlety
prevalls among the allies as the winter
approaches. Hussia. owing to her para-
lyzed llnes of communication, undoubt-

edly will be forced to undergo the
greatest hardship during the cold
months. FEconomic difficulties will be

felt greater than at any time during
the war. With the Germans driving
into the heart of Russia, monarchists
and other counter revolutionary hodies
undoubtedly will gain strength from
the privations of the people. Ths pro-
visional government, whether it be con-
stituted as at present or not, will be
forced to exert extreme measures to
control the situstion. Should counter
revolutionista gain an upper hand, then
Germany has a better chance of mecur-
Ing a separate pemce.

Confldence in the Russian government
And peoples I8 professed in allled ecapi-
tals. But whether the wiser heads of
Russia will be permitted to rule in the
face of military, as weil as economic
adversity remains to be seen. {(zermany,
while she is striking at Russian armies,
also will strlke at Russian destinies
through the medium of the well or-
ganized discordant elements in Russia.
She will show no let-up until it has
been proven definitely that the Russian
revolution is one that is permanent, one
that—thoroughly aroused to the trick-
ery of a ruthless Germanv—will not
listen to peace despite reverse after
reverse. It may be sald that the basic
reason for the present German offen-
sive is the supreme confidence of Ger-
man rulers and commanders that Rus-
sin can be forced to ask separate peaces,
and should the German view be upheld
the war will be prolonged for years.

*
- %

As one of her terms of peace Ger-
many may demand economic assistance
from Rusaia,

Pﬂ!-ﬂe‘ﬂﬂlnl until ahe has
Would Aid Kaiser, 7ihed the

other enemies. The pro-German ele-
ments and those opposed to the present
revolution, would eageriy treat with
Germany on such terms and aid in
eévery respect were they in turn per-
mitted to continue in power,which is de-
cidedly doubtful. At any rate, a strick-
en Russia will increase the ententa's
difficulties on the western front, where
new legions will have to be combated
and where undoubtedly Germany's chief
attention would be centered, in case of
a peace with Russia. Germany would be
securer against allled progress in Mace-
donia, while the Itallans might be
checked in their drives for the very
heart of Austria. Entente armies
would feel the welght of German num-
bers now scattered over the entire
thousand-mile eastern front, and un-
doubtedly their task would be so =me-
vere as to prolong the struggle indefi-
nitely—Iif military events are to decide
who ia to emerge victorious in the
present struggle.

These are posaibilities. As a matter of
fact the Russian provisional govern-
ment, though still beset with grevious
trials, is dealing with discordant ele-
ments with a strong hand. Monarchist
plots to overthrow the provisional gov-
ernment were, during the past weelk,
frustrated in the arrest of Grand Duke
Michael Alexandrovitch, Grand Duke
Paul and numerous other followers of
the czar. Everywhere the government
is making an attempt to curb discord-
ant outbreaks, while serious efforts are
being made to minimize economic trials
as well as rehabilitate the military
forces of the nation. and not without
some degree of success, though Rus-
sia’'s future remains as problematical
and as subject to varying winds as in
the past. There is no desire to discount
the wishes of the better classes of peo-
ple. The question is one, purely, as io
whether these hetter elements can un-
ravel the tangled skeins of Russia's
destinies in the face of elements which
are striving as vigilantly to keep them
knotted.

*
% %

With internal complications
facing it. the German government un-
doubtedly wil1
continue to sanc-

N tion every effort
eeds Successes. Bt i

The coming reichstag
sessions, should they be not adjourned
immediately, and new elections order-
ed, as stated last Sunday, offer grave
menace to the kaiser's present scheme
of perpetuating his own power and
Ipresqnl Eovernmental forms, Though
the German people—that is, the en-
lightened ones—profess to Bcorn Presij-
dent Wilson's reply to Fope Benedict's
peace proposals, nevertheless this reply
is acting as yeast in German demo-
cratic leaven.

Germany, with great economie diffi-
culty, undoubtedly will attempt another
winter of the war. The kaiser is plain-
ly aware of the danger of democratic
principler growing apace during the
period of greatest economic necessity.
Nothing will so strengthen the military
and pan-German elements as further
military succeas. Nothing will so much
tend to offset the demands for a change
of present forms; nothing will so
ftrengthen the courage of the German
peoples, who have been forced to suffer
greatest privations, as continued mili-
ltary successes. On the eastern fromnt the
tiermans have a chance of accomplish-
ing things which smack of succeas. If
they can continue their drives against
the Russians, then the kaiser's present
hold on things will be perpetuated, at
least until another leng period of re-
verses sets in.

Bul, should the German offensive on
the eastern front fail, and should the
fleet suffer reverses, or even should the
armies of the kaiser fail to reach an-
nounced objectives, such as pressing
on to Petrograd, a feat deemed in en-
tente capitals unlikely: or should he
fail to bring about a peace with the
Russians at a comparatively early
date, then the restive German peoples
will grow mors restless and more an-
tagonistic to Germany's continulng a
struggle which daily grows more fu-
tile. It is only a question of time until
this bellef In the futility of the present
struggle, already voiced In certain Ger-
man quarters, grows, and it will only
take a short period of reverse to spread
it like wildfire. .

Austris, soresly beset on the Italian
front, needs encouragemant at the pres

grave

Why the Kaiser

TNussian bear.

sent juncture. It is possibly argued I;

Berlin that victories over the Russians,
with the hoped-for Ruasian peacs, will
50 appease the discordant elements of
Austrias-Hungary that further flouting
of German purposes will cease, and that
Austria, by being able to withdraw
her armles from the Russlan front, will
be able to devote smole attention to Italy,
with greater and more. encouraging re-
sults.

Thus it may be seen that the present
battles on the eastern front are far-
reaching in character. This arena of
war, should the Germans continue their
present drives another fortnight, will
be the center of the world's attentlon.

*
® ¥

While activities on the northern sec-

tion of the eastern front may be por-

tentous In char-
Italians Striking acter, they possi-
.,  bly are not more
at Life of Austria. .’ ;00 the bat-
tles which have been raging for three
weeks In the regions to the east of
Gorisgia. Here Italian armies operating
under the Italian military wizard, Gen.
Cadorna, are striking harder and hard-
er blows against the Austrians and
steady progress ls being made, al-
though the rate of advance is not as
great at the present moment as it was
a week or more ago. But the fact that
the Itallans are gaining at all In the
face of the almost superhuman en-
deavors of Austrian armles to hold
them Is the significant feature to be
borne in mind when thinking of the
present slituation on the Jullan and
Carso fronts.

During the past week the Itallans
were reported to have captured San
Gabriele, one of the most important
peaks on the whole battle front.
Though they gained the summit, they
were forced out of it again and after
regaining it, in a battle lasting night

and day for a perfod of several, they |
18§ - . - .
|taking Riga the Germans gain a great harbor, a new naval base
road to Petrograd lies open to them. but it is incredible that any se-jo

rious effort will be made in the present vear to advance to the Rus-

lost it again. Thia conflict, which
belng waged for San Gabriele is one of
the most important as well as terrific
conflicts that has raged at any point
since the war started. It is a hand-to-
throat conflict of the bitterest sort, for
upon the taking of this important poiat
rests the general fate of the present
Italian campaign as well as the future
of Austria.

San Gabriele commands the plateau-
lke territory to the east. But thirty-
five imiles away lies Lubiana, considered
the kev to Vienna. Should the Italians
force thelr way completely through the
Julian Alps, the taking of Lubiana
would be comparatively an easy task
and the whole scheme of cutting Aus-
tria away from her allies and forcing
her to sue for a separate peacs un-
doubtedly would be brought abou?
within a period of a few months. The
Austrian commander, Gen. Borvevich,
realizes this

-
. *
Field Marshal von Arz of Austria
said to be at the front, giving personal

supervision to ail

Ansfrians Forced  military opera-
tions. Bo

to A'k for Aid. cal has the situa-

tion become that Austrian leaders have
heen compelled to ask for assistance
from Germany, while several Austrian
divisions operating on the eastern front
are declared to have been moved to a
point where the Italians are endanger-
ing the whole Teutonic cau=e through
their blows at the Austrians.

It evidently Is the intentioy of Gen.
Cadorna to keep up his blows on the
center of the Austrign line, to the east
and southeast of Gorizia. Through the
Chiapovano valley lies the road to
Vienna. Furthermore, the Itallans have
it within their power, by cpntinued
achievements in thls particular region,
to drive a wedge isolating the Austrian
armies operating in the defense of
Triest on the Carso front and those
operating on the northernmost section
of the Jullan front, In the region of
Tolmino.

All advices from the Italian arena in-
dicate that the Austrians were com-
pletely taken aback by the force of the
Italian effort. They have lost in the
neighborhood of 140,000 men during
the past three weeks, while untold num-
ber of guns of large caliber have fallen
into the hands of Cadorna’s men. Stores
heve been taken in unlimited guantities
because the Austrians were unable to
deatroy them for the lack of time.

Cadorna is today striking the hardest
blows being delivered by entente ar-
miea. He has it within his power hy
continued successful effort to force
Austria to her knees, and a stricken
Austria will mean a complete collapse
of the Germanic alliance. A beaten
Austria will mean a revived Russia, for
the problems of the Slav will be re-
duced and chance given for necessary
reconstruction.

eriti-

*

* %
Only through the purported plan of
the German armies to withdraw their

lines on a 200-

Germans l{ay mile front fin
ive in Fland Flanders did
Retire in Flanders. ., . western

front loom up during the week just
cloged. It is said to be the German in-
tention to withdraw to the Courtrai-
Thourout line, the civilian population
being moved back. 1t possibly is plan-
ned by the Germans to unleash the
River Scheldt and flood the Flanders
lowlands to prevent further entente of-
fensives. but, of course, the
matter is conjectural.

The French and British armies have
been practically idle for the past week
or so, except on the Aisne front, where
the armies of Gen. Petain have forced
hack several German attacks and where
a few isolated sections of German
trenches have been taken. The Cana-
dians have drawn a few hundred yards
into the environs of Lens, but the big
push in Flanders {8 at a atandstill. In-
tense artillery and aerial fighting, how-
ever. indicate that the allies once more
will resume their drives when they
consider the time auspicious.

There have been a few minor actions
along the Macedonian front, but these
fail as vet to indicate the entente pur-
pose of soon ushering in an offensive
such a8 the world has been looking for
for many months.

UNCLE SAM’S NAVY NEEDS
MORE RADIO OPERATORS

Good Positions and Salary Await
Those Who Desire to En-
ter the Service.

Radio operators are needed for the

paval communication service.

In view of the additional responsibilities
imposed upon the service by the war, qual-
ified radio and telegraph operators, pro-
fessional or amateur, or men who have a
fair knowledge of electricity and radio
telegraphy and who could scon be quali-
fled as operators are wanted. Promising
apprentice seamen and seamen who are
undergeing training at naval tralning sta-
tions are also being given opportunity to
become radio operators.

The radio applicant may enlist in the
regular Navy for four years or enroll in
the Naval Reserve for the period of the
war. If he elects the latter branch he
must volunteer for general service, how-
ever, agreeing to go wherever sent.

Radlo operators are being trained at two
schools, Mare Island, Cal, and Harvard
Unlversity, Cambridge, Mass. Approxi-
mately 1,000 pupils, men of the regular
service and the reserve, are undergoing
instruction at Harvard, the bulldings and
facilities having been put at the disposal
of the Navy by President Lowell.

The course is of four months' dura-
tion and embraces military drill as
well as technical and other subjects.
Seamen and apprentice seamen are
given instruction In the rudiments of
radio telegraphy at the naval training
stations at Newport, R. I.; Great Lakes,
I1l.; San Francisco and Norfolk, and at
the naval camps at Philadelphia,
Charleston, Mare Island, San Diego and
Puget sound. HEnlistments in the Navy
and enrollment in the naval reserve for
radio operators will be accepted at any

“hoiel

May Serve to Revi

As Achievement in Dream of Mittel-Ewropa

ve Drooping Spirits

of German People.

AS DECISION MUS

ITS MILITARY VALUE IS NEGLIGIBLE,

T BE WON IN WEST

Easy Conquest Apparently Had Been Saved for a
Time When It Would Have the Grcatest
Moral Value at Home and Abroad.

BY FRANK

H. SIMONDS,

Author of “The Great War,” “They Shall Not Pass"

military importance not t
pletely have the condition
military side changed, it m

sian capital. )

The fall of Riga recalls once moras
how complete has been the Russian col-
lapse, Russia Is today, on the milltary
side, & great, inert mass, against which
the Germans ¢an launch blows at will
and fromm whom the Germans can win
victories whenever they choose 1o £x-
pend the men and the munitions neces-
sary for such & purpose.

It may he that the revolution will yet
be saved in Hussia; it may be that the
Slav state w!ll escapa the Scylla and
Charybdis of her present situatlon—
the threat of anarchy on one side and
the reactlon on the other But, as 1
have so often said In these columns, it

necessary to be prepared for any de-
velopment, whether it

peace or a total eonilap=e into anarchy

Lie a

and impotencs
The Pan-Germanic Dream.

On the larger side, Riga is interesting

because it was an essential detall of
that pan-Germanlc dream which has
almost heen realized on the map. If

is useless to count on Russia for any-|
thing on the military side, and it ls|

separate |

Copyright, 1917—The Tribune Association (The New York Tribune)

WO years ago the fall of Riga would have been an event of

o be minimized. Today, so com-

< and the issues of the war on the
ust be regarded as< an incident

The world saw littla of
the real drift of events and awoke tn
find that Germany had erected the
mightleat empire, in extent of territory,
which Europe had seen since the days
of Charlemagne and had endowed It
with the most efficient organization
| since the Roman davs

| When the campaign of 1515 was over
!I;rrmnn)' had almost completed the
| #rection of her Mitteleuropa. Her ar-
{mies were still within reach of Calals;
| Antwerp was hers, Warsaw, Libau: her
|long-range artillery reached Riga:. her
| advancing armies had overrun Serbia
{and reached the Golden Horn; her Bul-
| garian ally was almost within sight of
{the anclent wall of Saloniki and a
| British army was going toe defeat and
!surrender before Bagdad.

Verdun to Have Ended It.

I In February, 1916, Germany came west
| 1o make the great Verdun attack, which
was designed to crush the sole remain-

|
!ing foree effectively In the fleld at the

to Syvracuse.

moment. Could the French army have
heen broken Mitteleuropa would have
been 2 permanent fact, for many

maonths wers (o pass hefore Great Brit-
ain could yet be readyv for her work
|at the Somme. Mitteleuropa was de-
tstroved at Verdun. Every day since

B %
'I'ht‘!

CAPTURE OF RIGA BY GERMANS
NOT A MILESTONE TO VICTORY.
BUT BARES RUSSIA'S COLLAPSE

casualties, of suffering at home, of
logses of influence and future commer-
clal opportunity abroad. But it is still
the most dazzling dream that any race
dreamed. and it acquires a new, if pass-
ing, vitality when Riga, ons of the last
elements, is at last brought within the
Mitteleuropa frontier,

The war will have to continue until
the dream is shattered, because a Ger-
many deminating central Europe at the
close of the war will dominate the
world within a quarter of a century
It would have been shattered already
if Hussia had not (fallen, mainlyv
through German Intrigue: for it was
the Germans who corrupted the mon-
archy and led It to the great betrayal
of the Hussian armies in 1916 and
1018, to the sacrifice of Rumania, which
remains the greatest tragedy of the
war, and. when the monarchy had
fallen, turned to the radicals of the
revolution and transformed the hope
of a Russian republic {nto the peril of
Russian anarchy and the danger of a
reaction  which should return the
Homanoff power, with all that this
means to democracy In the world

The Truth of the Map.

The military significance of Riga fs
small, becauss the war must be won
or lost now on the western front, and
every regiment and gun of the Ger-
mans diverted from this critleal fleld

= & galn for the allies. But on the
{ moral =side it would be folly to mis-
take the value to the German leaders,

who desire still to bring back prov-
incez and power from their war, of a
new success and the attainment of one
f the objectives which were in their
minds when they made their first at-
tack.

The grealest weakness in Ameriea
at the presant time s the fallure to
recognize things as they are in cen-
tral Furope and eastern Asia. Thers
is no longer an Austria, & Bulgaria or
a Turkey free to act. Serbia has
fallen; Rumania remains but a hope-
leas fragment.; German wlll is abeo-
lute on tha military side in all this
huge empire. in which have been ab-
sorbed so many races and mso many
natfons. We continue hers to talk of
Germany as If it were the Germany
of 1914, and of Austria. We continue
1o think of Europe as divided as it
was before the present war. Apd all
this is of infinita mervice to the Ger-
mans and of infinite injury to the
allied cause The truth is the truth of
the map. The fact is the fact that i=
di=closed Ly an examination of the
atlas. For the firing lines of the cen-
tral powers have come 1o be the fron-
tiers  of Germany. Germany hﬂ,
achieved territorially more than 80 p
cent of all that she hoped to achleve
when she hegan the war.

Equals Napoleon's Buccess.

Napoleon at the height of his power
had nmot a greater success on the map
than Germany has. German failure has
been in her inability to destroy France
before England prepared for war, and

in her inability to wear out England
and France before the United States be-

MITTEL-EUROPA.

SOLID BLACK SHOWS

TERRITORY OCCUPIED BY GERMANY .\?I’] HER ALLIES.

one should go back and look at the
pan-German mAaps, already forgotten,
rapidly have events moved, one

|0 4 ;
ant the patriots of that time
:fa(:‘tugrzﬁ:;‘:crnse central Europe new
and striking frontiers and that these
frontiers were haser un-_'m_r-f_\rt:tin COom-
merclial and ethnographic ideas.

The new Germany—the .\Hltelnuru_pa.
__was to be bounded on the west by a
line drawn from Belfort to the mouth
of the Somme. Calais and D
were to be 1ta naval and {'mﬂrni':-r-x'a1
ports upon the r'.‘ha_nnP'I. and the North
sea. All the econl dlsl:l'.k'l! of L.ens and
the valleys of the Sambre an
Scheldt in France and Belgium were to
he German. The iron districts of Ilhr‘
Lorraine frontler and the Meuse I“‘ ere
to be joined to a German state. ldast-
ward the German line was to run from

1f of Riga to the mouth of ‘rhn
wnpie?tler river. Riga and l.iha;} \‘\ilr_c-

commercial poris
:1?&1:'; unpen::: the Baltle. FPeoland was to
be erected into a subject state, reserv-
ing only geographical independence.
Bessarabia was to be taken from Rus-
sla and jolned to a Rumanla w‘hich
Rerlin could belleve while King Carol
lived would be an ally and n?t aAn en-
emy. Austrian Trieste and Greek Sa-
lonikl were to be German ports upon
the Adriatic and the Aegean. Greece,
Bulgaria, Rumania were to be soldiers,
gervants and silent partners. Serbia
was to be destroved, its territory di-
vided between Bulgaria and Austria-
Hungary. Turkey was to he “‘N:. arch
by which German central huro_pe
crossed the Hellespont into Asia Minor,
The Bagdad railroad, when the war be-
gan, was pushing snu_lh\\'ard under the
.C'illcian gates by which Alexander the
Great made his great invasion. This
railroad was to be the life line, the
spinal column, of Asiatic empire. Un-
der the walla of Aleppo the Germsans
had planned to erect a railroad station
in which armies should change cars as
their tide of invasion was directed by
the Hedjaz rallroad to Suez, or by the
Bagdad line to Basra at the head of
the Persian gulf, and bevond, in due
course of time, India was to beckon
other German armies of conquest.

Churchill Britain’s Alcibiades.

Two years ago, when the attention of
the world was fixed upon the trench
struggle in Artois and Flanders, Britain
was repeating the folly of Athens, and
sending her troops meeded in France to
Gallipoll under the urgings of Winston
Churchill, as the Athenlans, seduced by

naval recruiting station. monthly
pay for radioc men ran on the pres-
ent war from §$1£.60 for landamen
to §78 for slectriciana.

Alcibiades, sent their ships and troops

Antwerp |

d the;

vital detalls in Mitteleuropa that had
escaped the Germang, and, despite the
cotemporary view, all save Calais were
within the grasp of Germany whenever
she chose to concentrate the guns and
men pnecessary to take them. She chose
rather to seek a larger triumph at Ver-
dun, which would have enabled her to
Eather in her own time the remaining
fruits of her great successes,

For the German Public.

The fall of Riga now means merely
that she has chosen to take one of
those ports because the effort was no
longer great and the prize had a moral
value for a public which had recently
faced disasters in the west and a denial
of the hope of peace. It iz necessary
to understand the German spirit when
the nation as a whole went to war to
realize how difficult it is now to bring
home to the masses of the people, and
above all to their leaders, the neces-
sity of abandoning what has been won.
Germany went to war in 1414 believing
that the campaign of 1870 would be re-
peated: that s short, sharp struggle
would give her possession of the land
she coveted, the supremacy in Europe
she desired and Lhe foundation for the
attack which should first destroy the
British empire and then enable her to
build a German empire beyond the
seas. The victory was not so swift;
her initial blow was parried at the
Marne, Austria was almost destroyed
in the opening campaign in Galicia;
and vet after a few months of delay in-
‘cldent to preparation a new German
blow in the east shattered and de-
stroved Russian military strength and
before the year had ended almost all
the eastern, Balkan, Aslatic purposes
of Germany were realized, and from
that day to this they have endyred.

Vanishing of the Dream.

The line of power runs clear and un-
interrupted today from Berlin to Jeru-
salem and to the environs of Bagdad.
It is a reality on the map and in the
minds of the German people still. It ia

hasg seen the slow ebb of Gernpran hope
tn preserve that empire which Ger-
man  armtes, tierman  statesmen  and
t;erman =oldiers had created from the
Baltic to the Garden of Eden, from the
Dwina to the voast of Flanders, facing
the British Isles.

In 1916 Calals, Riga, Saloniki and
IR.‘[:-'*.r:l. the port of Bagdad, were all the
|

gan to send its men to the confiict. To-
day the war can have but one of two
endings if Germany !s not to dominats
the world. The allies must sither win &
decisive battle in the fleld or they must
continue to exert and multiply the
pressure upon Germany until hunger,
cazualties, economic ruin, finally ecom-
pel the masses of the German people te
lay aslde the dream of world power
and to consent to the restoration of.
Belgium, Serbia and Rumania, as well
as of France. And despites her parlia-
mentary gestures, the real power in
tiermany, which is the throne and the
army. has never vet signified its inten-
tion to part with a single portion of
this huge mitteleuropa: not even HBel-
gium has been offered back by the
Hohenzollerns.,

Riga should for the American people
serve to emphasize again the actual
situation in Europe, the extent of Ger-
man successes and the greatness of the
danger that if Germanm defeat is not
complete we shall emerge from this
war only to begin preparations for a
new war. The real danger now is the
sort of peace which will enable Ger-
many to recuperate and give her time
to organize her present conguests in
such fashion as to complete her alm,
which is world supremacy.

Pause in Italian Advance.

T had hoped in the present week te,
discuss the Italian operation in some
detail, but despite continued local ad-
vances there has been an unmistakable
slackening, which is the inevitable con-%
comitant of the present sort of wan,g
which requires time both for advancing
the heavy artillery and for restorimg
stocks of munitions exhausted by the
bombardments which are the prelude
to attack. The Italians have not yet’
captured Monte Gabriele or Hermada'
Hill as T write these lines on Septem-
ber 4. These are the next objectives,
and until they fall the Italian advance

will atill be held up. Both are posi-
tions essential alike to Austrian de-
fense and Italian advance.

When they have fallen, and the Ital-
ians have now set foot on both of thém,
then there will probably be a material
change In the lines and a considerable ',
Austrian withdrawal to new lines of
defense, nearer Trieste. The :
dispatch of two Bavarian divisions te’
the Isonzo front indicates the
gravity of the situation in the

real which grows less psrmansnt
:a motit:{h followas month of terrible
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